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Abstract 
Investigative interviewing of youngsters who report sexual victimisation focuses on 

assisting kids inform in their very own phrases what took place. Kids might also say 

other matters important to them consisting of their justice dreams. We performed the 
first studies into this possibility in an exploratory evaluation of 300 transcripts of real 

interviews with toddler complainants elderly 3 to fifteen years. Building on an in 

advance observe involving adults, we explored what goals kids may additionally 

articulate, when within the interview method their desires are relayed and in response 

to which interviewer prompts. Our analysis revealed that most kids did articulate one 

or extra justice goals at some point of those interviews, specially their desire for 

acknowledgement of the victimisation and its wrongfulness. Children articulated their 

justice dreams spontaneously and in large part with none direct prompting by means 

of the police officer. Those findings endorse that there is more that establishments [and 

researchers] can research from cautiously listening to kids and knowledge them as 

agents claiming justice.
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1. Introduction 
Assisting children’s disclosures of sexual victimisation presumes that adults under- stand youngsters’s motivations to report 

such information. With disclosure at the centre of interest, a whole lot studies has explored the barriers and disincentives to 

youngsters telling government what has took place to them (for a overview, see Alaggia et al. 2019). However, this recognition 

can also have obscured what might also motivate kids and young people to reveal the abuse. Helping youngsters to say ‘what 

befell’ may additionally presume that this is all they'll have to say to government. What might they like to come back about from 

telling authorities in their reviews? Particularly, what aspirations would possibly they have in telling a police officer 

approximately the abuse? the prevailing have a look at explored if, in a forensic interview, kids expressed motivations for the 

inherent possibility of justice that the police context embodies. We puzzled if, in coming to speak to a police officer 

approximately the sexual victimisation, children would possibly begin to articulate results that they envisage criminal justice 

could provide. That is, that kids is probably agents in claiming justice. 

Reporting to police potentially opens a pathway to reaching desires that crook justice can provide victims. For adults, the 

motivations for reporting crime and vio- lence to government variety from desires for self-protection and the safety of others 

(Felson et al. 2002; van Dijk et al. 2008) to the social effect of own family and buddies (green- berg and Ruback 1992). even as 
motivations for reporting to government aren't similar to the goals someone may also seek, taken collectively, the studies shows 

that, whilst seeking justice, adult victims think about goals for themselves, for the violent individual and for his or her community 

of others (Holder 2018). This range of adult issues is contemplated to a degree in research with children. In take a look at 

research, kids have been shown to react to the intentionality and result of perceived injustice and are inquisitive about punishing 

a offender and in compensating the victim (Marshall et al. 2021; Miller and McCann 1979; Smith and Warneken 2016). For 

children, as well as adults, the concept of ‘justice’ is multi- layered and contextual (Sen 2011). However, tons of this studies is 

laboratory-primarily based and makes use of vignettes that describe injustice or harm that takes place to every other. 

Looking for first-person insights, different studies have analysed interviews or interview transcripts with youngsters disclosing 

suspected sexual abuse. None use justice as an interpretive body. as an alternative, they tested children’s motivations to and 
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On this studies, interviewers requested 191 youngsters an 

instantaneous query throughout the forensic interview. 

Researchers recognized stimuli internal to the child, outside 

facilitation to disclose and the child being faced with direct 

proof of the abuse. Similarly inquisitive about disclosure, 

other researchers analysed 154 interview transcripts (from 

British and u.s.a.kids) to identify any ‘expectancies’ held by 

way of the child of the results of telling about the abuse 

(Malloy et al. 2011). The maximum commonplace effects 

identified in the transcripts had been feasible bodily harm to 

and terrible feelings of the kid and ‘jail/criminal outcomes for 
the suspect’ (page eight). In a later take a look at of 204 baby 

interview transcripts, these equal researchers confirmed that 

most youngsters defined the character to whom they first 

disclosed and 38% defined ‘why their abuse came to be 

regarded to others [but] without mentioning any explicit 

desire or expectation of perception’ related to the recipient 

(Malloy et al. 2013, p. 249). Within the research we describe 

inside the gift article, we build on these research use of 

investigative interview transcripts. Using a justice body, ours 

is the primary to discover the justice dreams victimised 

youngsters can also have in disclosing abuse to police 

interviews. 

 

Justice dreams 
Preceding studies with person victims have defined their 

justice desires on the subject of their stories of justice 

authorities (Herman 2005; Sebba 1996). Greater recently, 

studies targeted on the general public-dealing with machine 
of crook justice have come to apply the extra outward-

directed time period, justice dreams. 

The justice dreams of sufferers are typically ascribed to 

options for punishment for intentional wrongdoing 

(Carlsmith 2006). But, one laboratory take a look at via social 

psychologists, Gromet and Darley (2009), sought to 

understand which justice concerns underpinned human 

beings’s responses to wrongdoing. Their insight was that 

people have a ‘complete variety of justice worries’ and ‘the 

ultimate intention of accomplishing justice’ is reached by the 

innovative attention of subgoals (ibid. 2009, pp. 2, four). 

Their have a look at used a sequence of vignettes provided to 

university pupil members wherein they have been to behave 

as the choice- making judge. In each vignette, the desires had 

been ‘punishing the perpetrator, rehabilitating the culprit, 

restoring the sufferer, reinforcing community values, and 

restoring the community’ (p. 10). The examine observed that 
humans ‘view the pride of multiple justice goals as the right 

and simply reaction to wrongdoing’ (p. 1) and that these are 

directed at one-of-a-kind ‘justice targets’ (the perpetrator, the 

victim, and the network) (p. 10). 

A longitudinal potential Australian study drew on those 

insights to discover the justice goals of person sufferers of 

violence following the police charging of any other person 

with a criminal offence towards them (Holder 2018). This 

observe showed that, much like 0.33-party critiques, direct 

sufferers involved in a ‘real’ process are searching for a 

couple of desires. At three time points, the examine requested 

sufferers their motivations for reporting, prospective ver- dict 

and sentence options, retrospective exams of decisions 

reached through government and their standard evaluation of 

justice. Victims’ goals coalesced in two important regions: 

the first-class of interpersonal remedy and procedure 

outcomes as two aspects of a single concept of justice. Just 
like Gromet and Darley, Holder also located that human 

beings directed their dreams closer to themselves as sufferer, 

for the wrongdoer and for their community of others.  

 

Current Study 
The present day study requested if children reveal desires for 

justice whilst disclosing sexual victimisation to police in an 

investigative interview, what had been those dreams and if 

their dreams disbursed in any sample relying on traits of the 

victim, the alleged wrongdoer, the incident(s) or different 

capabilities. Given the ethical and sensible challenges 

accomplishing research with children, we used transcripts of 
investigative interviews carried out by using trained police as 

a information source. The interview transcripts possess a 

number of clear research blessings as the direct, spontaneous 

and contemporaneous phrases of the kid, albeit words 

restricted within some other’s questions. But, the 

investigative interview is not designed for the articulation of 

destiny-orientated dreams, together with justice desires. As a 

substitute, it's miles backward-searching on an occasion or 

collection of activities. Primarily, youngsters reply to 

questions put to them by means of the investigator. Although, 

we hypothesised that children could provide indicators, if no 

longer direct expressions, of their justice-orientated options 

given the context of the interview. As we give an explanation 

for later in this text, interpretations of the phrases utilized by 

the child in an investigative interview always required 

grappling with ambiguity, temporal anchoring and institutions. 
 

Technique 

Records Source 
In Australia, specifically trained law enforcement officials 

behavior and audio or visually report an interview with 

youngsters approximately allegations of sexual offences 

towards the child. If the investigating officials have 

affordable suspicion that an offence has came about, then a 

short of evidence is furnished to the general public prosecutor 
for a separate assessment if there's enough evidence to 

proceed to trial. The short will commonly encompass a 

transcription of this interview. For this examine, six hundred 

difficult-copy transcripts from 3 distinct police services in 

Australia held inside Griffith college’s Centre for 

Investigative Interviewing archive were selected for 

evaluation. The choice criteria of transcripts had been that the 

individual being interviewed became aged 18 and underneath 

and the kid become interviewed approximately possible 

sexual abuse. After analysing half of the transcripts, facts 

saturation changed into reached and further coding ceased 

(Saldaña 2021). The very last sample of 300 transcripts 

comprised interviews performed between 2004 and 2014. 

The researchers had no different statistics on the victim, the 

incident, the outcome of the interview or the interviewer. Full 

moral approval turned into received from Griffith college 

Human studies Ethics Committee (GU Ref No: 2018/512). 
All transcripts were deidentified previous to apply, and the 

researchers had no access to any supplementary case 

statistics. 

 

Manner 

Developing Coding instrument 
We adapted coding devices from preceding justice research 

(Daly et al. 2019). We described justice desires as the 

‘toddler’s comments or implied perspectives about their 

individual justice goals. These may be expressed as 

aspirations for what they want from the manner of reporting 
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to police or as their motivations for reporting [framed by 

researchers as sub- goals to ultimate goal of achieving 

justice]’ (emphasis in authentic). Although phrases used to 

encompass justice needs and goals evolved via the piloting of 

the instruments, we began with Daly’s 5 elements of 

participation, voice, validation, and vindication and offender 

responsibility. 

A draft coding instrument changed into applied by means of 

the first authors to five sample interview transcripts. This 

initial screening exercise revealed that the transcripts also 

contained enough information to code for non-public traits of 
the kid, details of the victimisation and the perpetrator(s) plus 

factors of the interview itself. But, it changed into apparent 

that the initial wording of justice dreams turned into too huge 

to use to the specificity of the kid’s phrases inside the 

transcript. A 2nd generation of the coding dictionary 

furnished definitions for every variable the usage of 

simplified language and examples from the transcript text. An 

excel datasheet was advanced to record both the code and 

those phrases of the child’s that tested the coding choice. as 

an instance, if coders interpreted a infant’s words as 

articulating a justice goal about “wrongfulness” of their 

victimisation, then the textual content acquired a code of one 

= yes, articulated. The applicable transcript textual content—

as an example, “because I knew it wasn’t right”—and its web 

page reference could be added along the code within the 

Excel datasheet. 

 

Characteristics of the Transcript sample, Their Victimisation 

and Disclosure Trajectories 

The sample 
The 300 transcripts had been interviews of 60 boys and 240 

girls elderly from three to fifteen years antique (M age years 

= 10.29, SD = three.06). most youngsters had been aged 

between eight and eleven years vintage (forty eight%, n = one 

hundred forty five); 80 kids have been aged 12 to 18 years 
(27%); sixty three youngsters were elderly three to 7 years 

(21%), and children were aged 3 years (1%). In ten of the 

transcripts, we couldn't discover the age of the child. 

The child interviewees described the perpetrators of their 

victimisation as nearly continually male (99%, n = 297), with 

two describing female perpetrators. One transcript cited a 

case that had each male and lady perpetrators. In 280 (ninety 

three %) transcripts, the child described a unmarried culprit. 

most perpetrators had been defined via the children as adults 

over the age of 18 years (93%, n = 280) with nine beneath the 

age of 18 years (3%). In eleven transcripts (four %), the age 

of the offender could not be identified. 

Over half of perpetrators (55%, n =one hundred sixty five) 

had been unrelated to the kid. In this class, however, a 

majority (85%, n = 141) were acquainted as a neighbour, own 

family buddy, pal or boyfriend of the child. A smaller share 

(8%, n = 24) have been strangers, that is, someone that the 
child did not recognise and had now not formerly met. 

Associated perpetrators have been on the spot own family 

members (sibling, father, stepfather, mother’s boyfriend) 

(27%, n = eighty one) and other relatives (uncle, grandfather, 

cousin of the kid) (18%, n = fifty four). 

 

Nature of the Victimisation 
In maximum transcripts (fifty nine%, n = 176), youngsters 

disclosed a couple of victimisation acts. Moreover, in 1/2 of 

the transcripts (53%, n = 159), children described a non-

penetrative sexual act. Identical proportions of the transcripts 

found out the kid describing a penetrative act (23%, n = 70) 

and both penetrative and non-penetrative sexual acts (24%, n 

= 71). The timespan throughout which the victimisation 

befell with the primary perpetrator changed into analysed as 

a unmarried time (the victimisation came about within a time-

frame of 24 h) or ongoing (the victimisation occurred longer 

than a time frame of 24 h that might be days, weeks or years). 

Multiple victimisation acts could arise in both of those 

timespans. The kid defined the victimisation as ongoing in 

158 of the transcripts (53%) and as happening a unmarried 

time in 141 transcripts (forty seven%). in a single transcript, 
the kid did now not specify the timespan. Of the three 

hundred infant interview transcripts, below a 3rd (28%, n = 

eighty two) disclosed some conversation among themselves 

and the perpetrator after the initiation of victimisation in 

which this verbal exchange become related in a few way to 

the act/s however turned into not an outline of the acts. as an 

instance, “you're my secret girlfriend, don’t tell anybody”. 

Usually (71%, n = 214), but, conversation between the child 

and the offender became unsaid. 

 
Table 1: Justice goals (n and %) revealed per child/transcript (n = 

243). 
 

Number of Justice Goals Frequency 

One justice goal 66 (27%) 

Two justice goals 89 (37%) 

Three justice goals 56 (23%) 

Four justice goals 28 (11%) 

Five justice goals 4 (2%) 

Total child/transcripts 243 (100%) 

 

Discussion 
In disclosing sexual victimizations to a police interviewer, 

kids additionally reveal their justice goals. At the same time 
as the police interview is a critical moment for the child to 

offer an elaborate and correct account of what passed off 

(Powell and Snow 2007), adult attention is focused on what 

they need for adult ends. Our look at reveals that youngsters 

say more than what occurred, more than the disclosures that 

adults are listening for. In place of ‘expectations’ or 

‘consequences’ (Malloy et al. 2011), justice goals are, in 

element, what children need to see take place because of their 

disclosure of sexual victimization. while it's far a obstacle of 

the take a look at that investigative interview transcripts are 

noticeably scripted questions and answers, our finding aligns 

with research displaying children have a ‘desire to see 

accurate moves rewarded and bad actions punished’ (Bloom 

2013, p. 3). Similarly, a majority of children who articulated 

a justice intention in response to the ‘awful movements’ they 

skilled cited or more dreams. For the youngsters on this 

examine, their primary goals were for acknowledgement, that 

the wrongdoer’s movements are located to be wrong and for 
the safety of themselves and others. 
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