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Abstract 
India, Israel, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and the united states (US), became 

established at some stage in the meeting of foreign ministers in October 2021. On July 

14, 2022, the leaders of the aforementioned four members met for the first time truly. 
The new Quad partners expect enhancing collaboration and partnership within the 

area, as cited inside the inaugural summit, by way of combining complementary 

strengths and capacities to meet shared socioeconomic dreams. But, because of the 

moving dynamics in West Asia, there may be much conjecture within the subject of 

foreign policy concerning the strategic and geopolitical possibilities, as well as the 

viability of this recently formed mini-lateral. This issue brief addresses the additives 

of this recently created body and the future possibilities for cooperation in this context. 

The take a look at examines the nature of cutting-edge bilateral connections between 

members, their specific and one of a kind geopolitical pursuits, and the forces that 

bring them together even as analyzing the destiny. It starts offevolved with a short 

rationalization of the desires of this new Quad. 

Six sectors for collaboration and funding: area, transportation, energy, meals safety, 

and water. In an effort to assist modernise infrastructure, create low-carbon 

development pathways for businesses, beautify public fitness, and inspire the 

development of essential emergent and green technologies in the member nations, it 

plans to harness private zone funding and understanding. The international locations 

dispute that their collaboration with the mini-lateral's time table, which makes a 

speciality of monetary and infrastructure improvement, has a army factor. I2U2 is a 
success for India diplomatically as properly. With a raised presence in West Asia, it 

offers India the opportunity to play a bigger role on the sector level. It offers New 

Delhi a fresh opportunity to increase its partnership with Washington outside the Indo-

Pacific without compromising its strategic independence. Additionally, it'd support 

connections with the West Asia, wherein India has economic and strength pursuits in 

and is a strategically massive location.
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1. Introduction 
I2U2 become started in October 2021 when S. Jaishankar, the Indian minister of outside affairs, went to Israel to fulfill with a 

counterpart at the same time as the overseas ministers of the United Arab Emirates and the usa joined them digitally. The 

Abraham Accords served as the number one impetus for the advent of the brand new Quad. The latter become finalised in August 

2020 and allowed Israel and three Arab nations-the UAE, Morocco, and Bahrain-to resume ordinary ties. although Israel and the 

Arab States have been as soon as bitter enemies, the center eastern political landscape has substantially changed as a result of 

the historic Abraham Accords. The I2U2 is also described as Israel's endeavour to improve ties with the UAE via a formal 

settlement (Chaurasia 2022, p. seventy four) [2]. 
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I2U2, which stands for India, Israel, the United Arab 

Emirates, and the us, is the most recent "minilateralist" 

alliance to emerge at the international scene. it is the most 

latest Quad in which India participates, and it alludes to the 

first letters of the names of the 4 countries. India collaborates 

with Australia, the usa, and Japan inside the different, older, 

and extra installed Quad, the Quadrilateral safety dialogue. 

The inaugural summit of the brand new West Asia Quad 

befell in mid-July throughout US vice chairman Joe Biden's 

journey to Israel. President Joe Biden electronically met top 

Minister Narendra Modi and President Mohammed bin 
Zayed al Nahyan of the UAE in conjunction with interim 

prime Minister Yair Lapid of Israel. Nobody questions the 

unique Quad's genuine objective, which become to stability 

off China's increasing impact within the vicinity, no matter 

its said purpose of selling a "unfastened and open Indo-

Pacific". The Quad and the AUKUS (Australia, uk, US) are 

each referred to via China as "distinctive cliques" and as 

being a part of the usa management's "sick-intentioned" Indo-

Pacific coverage the gathering of the organization takes place 

as relations among India and Israel are at their first-class. due 

to the fact that Modi took workplace as prime minister in 

2014, the 2 international locations' ties have considerably 

advanced, and India is now Israel's largest weaponry 

purchaser with an anticipated $1 billion in annual purchases. 

Critics rate both governments with treating Palestinians, 

minorities, and dissenters similarly, which some ascribe to 

growing ideological proximity. India benefits in severa ways 

from club within the I2U2 corporation. It strengthens the 
complete monetary Partnership agreement (CEPA) between 

India and the UAE, which is the Gulf location kingdom that 

contributes the maximum foreign direct investment to India. 

In 5 years, the CEPA is expected to enhance bilateral change 

to a $100 billion dollar stage. a third of the population of the 

UAE, or 35 lakh Indians, live there and are a giant source of 

manpower (Puri and Jyotika 2022, p. 32) [11]. 

Following the meeting, a partnership for "incorporated meals 

parks" turned into declared. Land might be provided through 

India, and the UAE will make investments $2 billion within 

the mission. in keeping with a joint statement, the meals parks 

will use expertise from the us and Israeli personal sectors to 

"maximise crop yields which, in flip, will assist address food 

insecurity in South Asia and the center East." another 

initiative is a hybrid renewable energy challenge in Gujarat 

with a three hundred megawatt capacity for wind and solar 

energy, supported via Israel and the us and funded via the 
UAE. "I2U2 has established a effective agenda proper from 

the first summit held today," claimed Modi. Within the midst 

of developing worldwide uncertainties, he endured, "Our 

cooperative framework is also a very good model for realistic 

cooperation." 

I2U2 is a success for India diplomatically as well. With a 

raised presence in West Asia, it gives India the opportunity 

to play a larger function on the world stage. It gives New 

Delhi a sparkling possibility to expand its partnership with 

Washington outside the Indo-Pacific with out compromising 

its strategic independence. Additionally, it might fortify 

connections with the center East, where India has financial 

and electricity hobbies in and is a strategically enormous 

place. If Israel tries to take advantage of the I2U2 platform to 

push its anti-Iran time table, that might be a diplomatic deal- 

breaker. Given India's installed and commonplace 

relationship with Iran, that will be a headache for brand 

spanking new Delhi (Purayil 2020, p. 475) [12]. 

 

The geostrategic importance of I2U2 
After Biden turned into elected president of the us in 2020, 

overseas policy priorities had been targeted on Asia Pacific, 

Europe, and the western hemisphere and the center East 

become now not certainly one of them. Because the us has 

been a key position in middle jap affairs because the end of 

world struggle II, the Biden management's reduced 

involvement in the vicinity, specifically in Yemen and Iraq, 

changed into a sign of the region's waning importance to 
america. President Jimmy Carter of the us issued a warning 

concerning the Soviet Union's increasing regional have an 

effect on in 1980, declaring that "any try through any out of 

doors force to benefit manage of the Persian Gulf might be 

taken into consideration a threat to vital interests of the united 

states of the usa, and such an attack could be repelled with 

the aid of any way important, including military pressure. this 

is additionally known as the Carter Doctrine, upon which 

america' center East strategy has been built (Joshi 2015, p. 

254) [13]. 

The I2U2 become Israel's first pass to increase its have an 

impact on in the Arab world after the Abraham Accords. 

Leaders from 4 countries got here to an settlement to work 

together within the six important fields of food safety, water, 

fitness, strength, transportation, and area at some stage in the 

inaugural virtual summit. Following the discussion, the UAE 

determined to make investments $2 billion in India to create 

meals parks at a time when there is a extreme meals shortage, 
typically due to the continuing struggle between Russia and 

Ukraine. Due to the fact Russia and Ukraine are the sector's 

top producers of fuel and grains, respectively, and due to 

Russia's blockades within the Black Sea, the sector is 

experiencing a food and energy deficit due to this conflict. 

Therefore, 4 nations are using this conference as part of a 

"hedging approach" to get equipped for an uncertain future. 

Those 4 associate governments are adamant approximately 

making an investment in the power sector, mainly in 

renewable strength sources where there may be no generation 

for storing such energy. America and the United Arab 

Emirates will be the group's investors, Israel will deliver the 

technology, and India will serve as the installation web page 

for the era and investments. One instance is the projected 

food parks in India. 

India will benefit because it will appeal to funding, as a way 

to boost up its industrialization. Moreover, this new alliance 
serves as a signal of India's increasing have an impact on in 

global politics. America has permitted the "CAATSA16 

sanctions waiver" for India on its purchase of Russian 

military device due to New Delhi's growing relevance to 

Washington. America now considers India to be a strategic 

ally, and Washington may not try and ignore this. it will likely 

be difficult for Israel and the UAE to control the future 

direction of relations with their economically China and to 

keep being a U.S. safety ally. China and Iran have obtained a 

message from Washington that it's miles dedicated to 

restriction their have an impact on in the place and that it is 

not going everywhere. Mainly with the disaster between 

Russia and Ukraine, the middle East has all over again gained 

prominence in international affairs. The I2U2 is normally an 

financial alliance, but the u.s.a. will collaborate with allies 

like India to oppose China, Iran, and Russia's impact (Suri 

2022, p. 5). 
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The release of the I2U2 is enormous for several reasons. 

Principal, it indicates a synergy a number of the 4 countries 

prioritising a cooperative mechanism to address troubles of 

human security of the middle East region. For this reason, the 

grouping places subjects which includes water, energy, 

transportation, area, health, and meals security at the 

forefront. Broadly, the point of interest of the mini-lateral 

initiative is to harness the strengths of the four nations to 

broaden particular answers for demanding situations going 

through the vicinity via geo-monetary cooperation. 

The relationships among regional and international powers as 
well as nearby politics are laid low with the brand new 

grouping. It moves the Abraham Accords' ideas toward what 

has been known as a "Indo-Abrahamic" alliance, which 

became inked in September 2020. This involves 

collaboration amongst like- minded local and international 

powers inside the development of cooperative structures for 

a win-win decision to problems that have an effect on them 

and the area. The I2U2 shows the enlargement of latest 

Delhi's increasing involvement with the middle East and the 

Gulf underneath top Minister Narendra Modi, in addition to 

the expanding scale of India's strategic collaboration with the 

usa, Israel, and the UAE (Quamar 2022, p. 1) [9]. 

The four I2U2 contributors-two federal republics, a Jewish 

democratic nation, and monarchy-have considerable 

economic, army, and political ties with each other. Both India 

and Israel's top buying and selling companion is the united 

states. India is the third-largest Asian industrial associate of 

Israel in 2019 and the second-biggest trading associate of the 
UAE (2021). In February 2022, the comprehensive financial 

Partnership agreement (CEPA) between India and the United 

Arab Emirates have become powerful. India changed into the 

arena's greatest importer of guns between 2017 and 21; Israel 

and america, however, were its third and fourth-biggest 

defence suppliers. Additionally, India is the largest consumé 

of Israeli navy hardware. The nations also take part together 

in a variety of army drills, consisting of the Blue Flag air 

combat exercise in Israel or the wilderness Flag exercise in 

the United Arab Emirates, which included both India and the 

usa (Sharma 2015, p. 622) [14]. 

With the opposite three members, India has strong bilateral 

ties. It has a "global Strategic Partnership" with the united 

states, a "complete Strategic Partnership" with the UAE, and 

30 years of fruitful diplomatic ties with Israel. About 30 

percent of all residents in the UAE are expats from India, that 

is double the share of the authentic Emirati ethnic group. 
Moreover, a Strategic Partnership exists between america and 

Israel. US turned into the 1/3 country to officially open 

diplomatic ties with UAE following that country's 

independence in 1971. The UAE is home to Al Dhafra, the 

busiest US air base in the international for surveillance 

flights, demonstrating the strategic proximity of their 

alliance. It’s also home to Jebel Ali, the busiest port of name 

for the united states navy. Additionally, full normalisation of 

relations between the Arab UAE and the Jewish state of Israel 

has resulted from the signing of the Abraham Accords, which 

were mediated through the usa in August 2020. The 4 

countries do no longer necessarily have the equal ideological 

and geopolitical pastimes, no matter their sturdy bilateral 

links. as an example, america and Israeli perspectives on 

West Asia are closely inspired by way of Iranian competition. 

On the opposite facet, Iran continues to be a factor of contact 

for India and the UAE. no matter pressure from Western 

sanctions, India's historic and cultural ties to Iran maintain to 

flourish, as seen during latest diplomatic interactions between 

the two states. The increase of China has additionally meant 

various things to the four countries below attention. India 

should stroll a first-rate line with its modern-day hostile 

neighbour whilst america looks on warily on the expanding 

chinese language footprints within the region and the Indo-

Pacific. 

Alternatively, it has been cited that Israel and the UAE are 

reaping the benefits of the growing chinese language 

monetary involvement within the area. Currently, China and 
the UAE multiplied their courting to complete Strategic 

Partnership. Worries have been raised in Western 

international locations, particularly the united states, about 

China and Israel's developing defence and technical 

collaboration. As part of its centrepiece Belt and avenue 

Initiative (BRI), China has invested inside the production of 

container facilities on the ports of Haifa (Israel) and Khalifa 

(UAE), which has accelerated US security concerns in the 

location. 

 

India’s role in I2U2 
India has crucial hobbies in the Gulf and middle East. Almost 

eight.five million Indians are living inside the GCC states and 

their safety and protection is a priority for brand spanking 

new Delhi. except, Indian expatriates within the Gulf 

contributed nearly 30 in keeping with cent of the annual 

remittances received in India in 2020–21. India also depends 

on hydrocarbon imports from the vicinity for making sure its 
power safety. There also are sturdy business, change and 

funding relations with the nearby international locations, 

particularly the GCC states. 

India has progressively advanced its political and strategic 

ties with the location under top Minister Modi, and the us of 

a has more and more deepened its diplomatic, political, 

monetary, and security ties with neighbouring countries. 

while fostering bilateral ties with specific local nations has 

been India's fundamental precedence up till now, New Delhi 

is now trying to expand its regional engagements due to the 

location's growing interest as well as the significance of the 

Gulf and center East in terms of global politics, energy 

protection, and maritime security inside the western Indian 

Ocean. 

Since the I2U2 connects West Asia, South Asia, and the 

Pacific Ocean, every member will certainly take advantage of 

its offerings. The organization will give america the danger 
to improve and rebuild their alliance in the middle East and 

in addition reverse Trump's approach to the vicinity. But, it 

strengthens the UAE's role in regional geopolitics and 

enables them benefit an advantage in the Persian Gulf, a 

important maritime course for oil transit. Within the case of 

Israel, the I2U2 will toughen Israel's ties with the Arab global 

further to the Abraham Accord and the recent Negev 

discussion board. Israel might benefit from India's assistance 

in bridging the distance between Israel and Arab countries 

way to lately advanced members of the family between the 2 

countries. 

India has usually backed peace and stability in the center East 

because the Arab Spring in 2011 and the geopolitical 

adjustments inside the place. Because it has had a close touch 

with West Asia for the reason that Indus Civilization, India 

perspectives the area as an extension of its instant 

neighbourhood, which is extensive in its average strategy for 
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the middle East (Kumaraswamy 2010, p. 194) [15]. India has 

a high image among West Asian countries, consequently 

america's decision to include India as a vast member of the 

I2U2 in its outreach method in the direction of those countries 

become a herbal one. The remarks of former Israeli NSA 

principal popular Yaakov Amidrov, who contends that India's 

membership within the business enterprise is a recreation-

changer, are extensive given India's function in West Asia. 

Following QUAD, India's admission inside the I2U2 

improves its standing the world over. with a view to 

strategically take care of its national and nearby troubles, 
such tasks tie India with other effective international 

locations like Russia, Europe, and China. 
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